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ADVERTISEME NI. 


HE following Letter —_— to 

the Right Honourable W 
P—t, Eſq; Se—t— of 8 te, and was 
returned the ſame Day. Some few Alte- 


rations have been made to > render it leſs 
; exceptionable. : 
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SECRET 
INSTRUCTIONS 


FOR 


Lieut. Gen. B L I G H. 


SECRET INSTRUCTIONS for our 
truſiy and well beloved Thomas 
Bligh, E. Lieutenant General of 
our Forces, whom we have abpoint- 
1 ed General and Commander in Chief 

m |; F all and ſingular our Troops and 


a8 Land- Forces, appointed or to be ap- 
e- ; pointed for a Secret Expedition for 
fs eur Service; or for ſuch other Off- 
cer, on whom the Command in 


Chief of our ſaid Troops aud Land- 
Forces may devolve. Given at our 

Court at Kenſington the Eighteenth 

Day of July, 1758, in the Thirty- 
Second Year of our Reign. 


8 A AVING. by our Commiſſion, 
I bearing Date the Thirtcenth Day 


1 this Inſtant, appointed you to be Ge- 
A 1 


(ii 
neral and Commander in Chief of all and 
ſingular our Forces appointed, or to be 
appointed for a Secret Expedition; for 
your better Diſcharge of the great and 
important Truſt thereby repoſed in you, | 


we have judged it proper to give you the | 


following Inſtructions. 


1. You ſhall, e upon the 
Receipt of theſe our Inſtructions, repair 
to the Ile of Wight, where we have ap- 
pointed Ships to convey you, and the 
Forces under your Command, to the Coaſt 
of France - and fo ſoon as the ſaid Forces 
ſhall be embarked, you ſhall accordingly 
proceed without Loſs of Time, under 
Convoy of ſuch of our Ships of War as 
ſhall be judged proper for that Purpoſe. 
And our truſty and well-beloved Richard 
Howe, Eſq; whom we have appointed 
Commander in Chief of our ſaid Ships, 
is inſtructed to co- operate with you, and 
to be — and aſſiſting in all ſuch En- 


ter Does: 


1 
ib 
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i terprizes, as, by theſe our Inſtructions, 


you ſhall be directed to undertake, for 


© our Service. 


II. Whereas we have determined, 


with the Bleſſing of God, to proſecute 


the juſt War, in which we are en- 
gaged againſt the French King, with 
the utmoſt Vigour ; and it being high- ; 
ly expedient, and of the greateſt Uti- 
lity, to continue ſome Expedition, that 
may cauſe a Diverſion, and engage the 


Enemy to employ, in their own De- 
fence, a conſiderable Part of their 


Forces, deſtined to invade and oppreſs 
the Liberties of the Empire, and to 
ſubvert the Independency of Europe; 


and, if poſſible, to make ſome effectual 


Impreſſion on the Enemy, which, by 


diſturbing and ſhaking the Credit of their 
public Loans, and at the fame Time ſe- 


curing, and protecting the Commerce of 


our own Subjects, by ſtriking at the 
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principal Seats of their Privateers, as well. 
as by diſconcerting, and in Part fruſtrat- 
ing, their dangerous and extenſive Ope- 
rations of War, may reflect Luſtre on 
our Arms, and add Life and Strength to 
the common Cauſe : Our Will and Plea- 
ſure is, that you do exert your utmoſt 
Endeavours to land, if it ſhall be found 
practicable, with the Troops under your 
Command, at or near Cherburg, on the 
Coaſt of Normandy, and to attack the 
Batteries, Forts and Town of Cherburg ; 
and in caſe, by the Bleſſing of God upon 
our Arms, the ſaid Place ſhall be car- 
ried, and that our Troops ſhall be able 
to maintain themſelves there, a compe- 
tent Time, for demoliſhing and de- 
ſtroying the Port and Baſon, together 
with all the Ships, Naval Stores and 
Works, Batteries, Fortifications, Arſe- 
nals, and Masten thereunto belong- 
ing, you are to uſe all poſſible Means, 


ee to demoliſh and deſtroy the. 
{ame ; 


E433 
fame ; and you are alſo to exert ſuch other 
Efforts, as you ſhall judge moſt proper, 


to annoy and diſtreſs the Enemy. - — 


When this Service ſhall be compleated, 
or in Caſe the Attack abovementioned 


on Cherburg ſhall not ſucceed, our Will 


and Pleaſure is, that you do proceed to 
carry a warm Alarm along the Coaſt of 
Prance, and to make Deſcents upon any 


Part, or Parts thereof; and attack any 


Place, that may be found practicable, 


from the Eaſtermoſt Point of Normandy, 


as far Weſtward as Morlaix, incluſive; 
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and you are to carry into Execution all, 
or any of the above Operations, in ſuch _ 
Order of Time, as from the Circum- 
ſtances of the Wind and Weather, ſhall 
be moſt adviſable, and moſt conducive 


to our Service; and whereas the Di- 


verſion hereby propoſed to be made, 


is of the higheſt Importance to the 


Good of the common Cauſe, our Will | 
and Pleaſure is, that you do continue 
5 with 
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with as much Vigour, and give as much 
Duration to the yarious Operations of the 
- preſent Expedition, as ſhall be found 
practicable, and conſiſtent with the Good 


of our Service, as well from the Strength 


and tenable Nature of any Place or Poſt, 


' whereof you may become Maſter, as 
from the Force, which the Enemy ſhall 


collect in thoſe Parts, to oppoſe you, and 
from the Circumſtances and Situation of 


our Troops and Ships; during which 


Time, you are to exert all ſuch Efforts 


for annoying the Enemy, as you ſhall 


judge proper ; and you are in all Caſes, 
to preſerve, with the utmoſt Attention 


and Circumſpection, the Communica- 


tion with our Ships. 


III. Whereas the Succeſs of this Ex- 
pedition will very much depend upon an 
intire good Underſtanding between our 
Land and Sea Officers; we do hereby 
| Aridtly enjoin and require you, on your 
Fart 
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Part, to maintain and cultivate ſuch a 


good Underſtanding and Agreement ; and 
to order, that the Soldiers under your 


Command, ſhould man the Ships, when 
there ſhall be Occaſion for them, and 
when they can be ſpared from the Land 
Service; as the Commander in Chief of 
our Squadron 1s inſtructed on his Part, 
to entertain and cultivate the ſame good 


Underſtanding and Agreement, and to 
order the Sailors and Marines, under his 


Command, to aſſiſt our Land Forces, 


and to man the Batteries, when there 
ſhall be occaſion for them, and when 
they can be. ſpared from the Sea Ser- 


vice; and in order to eſtabliſh the ſtricteſt 
Union that may be, between you, and 


the Commander in Chief of our Ships, 


you are hereby required to communicate 


| theſe Inſtructions to him, and he will be 


directed to communicate thoſe, he ſhall | 
receive, to you. | 


IV. 


— 
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. You ſhall, Koch U time to time, and 


as you ſhall have Opportunity, ſend con- 


ſtant Accounts of your Proceedings, in 
the Execution of theſe our Inſtructions, 


to one of our principal Secretaries of 
State; from whom you will receive ſuch 
further Orders and Inſtructions as we may 
think proper to give you. 


V. In caſe the Circumſtances of our 


Troops under your Command, or any 


urgent Neceſſity, ſhould require your 
leaving the Coaſts of France, before you 


you are, in caſe of ſuch Neceſſity, to re- 


turn to England, and land the Troops at 
ſuch of our Ports, as ſhall be moſt con- 


venient. 


— 


can receive our Orders for that Purpoſe ; _ 
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Ou THE HONQURABLE 


A 
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SIR, F 

oO thooght it proper, that T 
| ſhould'give in a more particular 
N Account of the laſt Landiny g up- 


on the Coaſt of France. 


1 Fong: with your i Requeſt, and ſhall 
put down every Thing f in "the View it 
appeared to me. 
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If any Perſon intends to form a juſt 


Judgment of the whole, he muſt have = 


his Majeſty's Inſtructions to. me before 
his Eyes; and with an honeſt candid 
Heart, conſider their Spirit, Meaning, 


and Intention, without cavilling upon {7 


them like a petty- fogging Ty 


The only Place * out in them, 
1s Cherbourg. I ſhall ſay little upon that 
Enterptize, That Harbour, of the ut- 
moſt Importance, from its Situation, as 
to the Diſtreſſing of our Country, on 
which, though not finiſhed, above a 
Million Engliſd has been expended, was 
deſtroyed, with the Shipping we found 
there; theugh it was imagined, by the 


French, impracticable, upon Account of 


their Forts and Batteries; with about 

150 Pieces of Cannon erected, as they 
thought, at every, Place we could land, 
and guarded by four Battalions of Foot, 


three Squadrons of Dragoons, and three 
7 thougpd Garde des Gees EY 


'Y 


] rior to ours in Number, under the Com- 
mand of a Marſhal of France, was af+ 


TH) 


- It appeared to me, that the greateſt 


part of their Precautions could be ren- 
dered uſeleſs; and for that Reaſon, we 
landed about eight Miles from the Town, 
Where there was {till three Battalions 


und three Squadrons to oppoſe our firſt 


Landing, and marched up to the Place, 
ithout paying any Regard to the Forts, : 


a Which muſt fall of Courſe. 


Afterwards a Body of Troops, . 


ſembled within a few Hours March of 


us: Yet I continued there, though we 


— have been abandoned by the Fleet, 
in Caſe of a North-weſt Wind blowing 
hard, till what was ordered to be done 


* my Inſtructions was executed, 


n 


A This is 9 0 firſt e upon 3 
. of France, for ſeveral Centuries paſt, 
Which has done Honour to our Country, 


1 100 en ny W the. French. 
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14) 
This Enterprize being finiſhed, though 


there was no other Place mentioned in 


my Inſtructions, I thought it my Duty, 
- without pleading Want of Information or 
Intelligence, which I might very juſtly 
have done, to undertake any Thing, that 


might turn out to the Advantage of my 


Country: Though I was thoroughly ſen- 


ſible of the Treatment I had Reaſon to 
oy expect, in Caſe of the leaſt adverſe F or- 
- Has tune; 5 and that T1muft be given up, 1 | 


- Caſe of any Clamour, having no Pali 
Ae ee Intereſt or Connections to pro- 


cure me the Appearances of Candour, or 


to render it neceſſary to treat me with any 
2 | Radon of. Caution. Contrary to my 


| Expectations, indeed, I have met with 


this Treatment, though I have not had 
the Misfortune to aan what I reckon 
35 the ſmalleſt (hoe 


7 Aer 3 my „bnd 1 


. found that one principal View, in ſending | 
out this Armament, was to make a Di- 
verſion of the Enemy's Forces; to con- 


Unug 4 warm Alarm gong the Coaſt of 


France, 4 
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<5) 
France, and to make Deſcents on any 
Part, from the Eaſtermoſt Point of Nor- 


mandy, as tar Weſtward As Morlaix 1 in- 
cluſive. | 


Uninformed as 1. was from my Inſtruc- 
tions, or from any Body before I left 
London, and unprovided with Intelligence, 
as I went upon the Expedition only three 
Days after I came from Jreland, from 
whence his Majeſty was pleaſed to call 
me, to command his Troops going into 
Germany: I had no other Means to 
direct my Conduct, than ſuch Reaſo- 
-nings as I could form of myſelf, and ſuch 
Informations as I could pick up" at 8e, 
or in oy! laſt Deſcent. B4 


Aker Cherbourg was taken; there was 
no longer a Neceſſity for any of the Ene- 
my's Troops to guard the Peninſula, and 
the French Army of Ten Thouſand 
Men that was aſſembled, and deſtined 
for the Protection of Normandy, was 
| likely: to fall down towards Granwille ; 
"Fo whence they could eaſily move 


Over 


(6) 


over to Caen, and the other Parts of that 


Coaſt, fo as to render an | Attempt aingolt 
impracticable. 


T kis was likewiſe confirmed to me, 
by Intelligence we afterwards received, 


which gave Account that they had al- 


ready made every Preparation for the 


Defence of Granville, by ſinking ſeveral 


Ships in the Mouth of the Harbour, 


and by raifing ſeveral new Redoubts and 


A in 45 fe Places. 


os the imtlligence given me by the 


Miniſtry, there was a conſiderable Force 


ſtationed at Breſt; and J had been told in 
particular, that it would be fcarce proper 


to make any Deſcent ſo far Weſtward as 


Morlaiu, leaſt I ſhould be overpowered. 
by Numbers quartered in Bret, and the 


| i gon 


Theſe two Circumſtances ſeemed to 
reduce the Part of the Coaſt, which 1 
could attempt, to a narrow Compaſs: 1 
ee to learn the Situation of the 

| inter- 
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intermediate Country, to which J was 
thus confined ; from the Intelligence in 
which Lord Howe placed the greateſt 
Confidence, I underſtood, that in Time 
of Peace there had often been at St. 


Briac, a Place within a Mile of St. 
Lunaire, three hundred Veſſels, tho of 
no t Burden. 


| We FRY therefore at St. Lunaire, 
the 4th of September, but did not find at 
St. Briac, above twenty Veſſels, which 
were deſtroyed, as well as ſome Batterics 


190 that Coaſt. 


But this Service was not the only | 
Point I had in view. There was a fur- 
ther Deſign, if found practicable, againſt . 


| St, Maloes. 


That Town, fituated upon a Bank of 
Sand, almoſt ſurrounded by the Sea, 
has no Water but by an Aqueduct of 


Pipes, and tho' exceſſively populous, 
not above ſix hundred Yards long, and 


four hundred broad, the Inhabitants 
being 


(8) 
being crowded together into a very nar- | 
row Compaſs. 


We therefore imagined, if the Place 2 
could be inveſted, that by cutting the ; 


Pipes and bombarding the Town, it | 


would be obliged to ſurrender. 


Beſides the Intelligence we received, 
we did not deſpair, in cafe of Neceſſity, 
„ of being able to open the Wall, and take 
1 the Place by Storm at Low Water. 


160 hut the Body of Troops being greatly 
|: diminiſhed from what they were in te 
late Expedition, it was impoſſible to in- 


1" veſt it with our Numbers on both Sides | 
| | of the Rance. We could therefore only 
[4 -':- © Inveſt it on the Weſt Side, by placing 
|. Ships at St. Dinar, which the Pilots, 


388 who were acquainted with the Coaſt, f 
Þ | thought very practicable : > But Lord b 
| Howe was of Opinion, that the Ships: 

Br could not be placed, till all the Batteries : 
| on the Weſt Side of the River at St. Z 1 1 
F Dinar, Sc. were deſtroyed, which our 
Pilots 
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| "Paton ſaid they had ſeen at that Place, 
which was likewiſe confirmed by ſome 
People, who had obſerved them from 
.. Servant, when under the Command of 
he Duke of Marlborough and Lord 
George Sac vi tle. 


Thus the Landing at St. Lunaire, upon 
Account of burning the Ships at St. 
| aries became a neceſſary Sap on this 


1 Account likewiſe, 


Tita landed September the Ih, oe 
| burnt the Ships at St. Briac, we on 
\ the fifth reconnoitred the Point S. Dinar, 
and the whole Weſtern Coaſt of the 
' -Rance, oppoſite to Sr. Malbes, and found 
that all. the Cannon from the Batteries 
had been lately carrièd away. 


There were but three Methods of 


1 moving from thence to the oppoſite Side 


| to 0 araine. and 1 Servant. 
142 ＋ ole j 


be fixſt lich hs Pilots agate - 
* Xp Gait; practicable, was moving the 


(6100 5 
flat-bottom Boats in the Night, for that 
was neceſſary upon the Coaſt of a forti- 
fied Iſland, along the Shore by S.. 
Dinar, up the River oppoſite to Tour 
a Chaus, a little above Sr. Servant, and 
there carrying the Troops over. 


We found upon our Reconnoitring, 


that there was a French Man of War, 


with ſome other Veſſels, near Dinar 


Point; it became therefore a neceflary 
Step to employ one Night in deſtroying 


theſe, before the other could be put in 
Execution. 


This Circumſtance occaſioned Delays, 
and encreaſed the Difficulties, which, in- 
dependent of this, we found to be very 
great; ſo that it appeared we could 
ſcarcely proceed by this Method vn a 
er of Succeſs, 


The thier two Methods were either 


going round by Dinant, about eighteen 
Miles from the Shore, and RT 


che Artillery, Sc. near Param; 
3 


1 883 

that embarking the whole Troops at Sf. Lu- 
for-. naire, and diſſembarking them again 
S. near Ane 1 with the . 


# Which ever of theſe Meaſures had 
been taken, the Men of War were to 
bave anchored, ſo as to cut off the Com- 


ring, munication with Dinar and the Weſtern 
War 3 | 1 Coaſt, Tp ; 
nar F | 


ſary | Baut independent of all other Circum- 

ing ſtances, as I had the Honour to acquaint 

t in you in my Letter from thence, the 
Meather made the * impracti- 
n. 


n- The firſt Day we with Difficult 
TY | brought aſhore ſixty Light Horſe, and 
two Field Pieces; nor could we bring 
any more for the ſucceeding Days, 
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1 Delays in an Operation of this Kind, 
upon the Coaſt of France, are of the 
utmoſt Conſequence, and may diſap- 
8 point an Enterprize, in which it might 
3 have been otherwiſe impoſlible to fail. 
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It appeared to me, that if the Weather 
had been favourable, we had the greateſt 


Reaſon, which any military Enterprize 
can admit of, to expect Succels, 


On the Sixth of September, the Day 


after we had reconnoitered Dinar, &c. 


Lord Howe declared, that the Weather 
was ſo unſettled, and the Sea ſo rough, 

that it was extremely dangerous for the 
Fleet to remain upon that Part of the 


Coaſt, where we could with the utmoſt 


Difficulty land our © Proviſions, or even 
* Boat with a Meſſage to the e | 


His Lordſhip, after he had 8 
the Situation of the whole Coaſt to the 
Weſt; thought it neceſſary for the Fleet 


to go te St. Cas Bay, on Account of Safe- 


ty, and for the Troops to march to that 


Part; where, if I found it expedient by 


remaining ſometime a ſhore at Matignon, 
about a League from S. Cas, I might 
create a Mrerfign; alarm the Country, 


and Wa te Feu by this Means, 


t 


4. 5370 


5 to the recalling of Troops from Ger- 


| many. 


It was upon this Account, a Part of my 
Inſtructions, that I ſhould continue with 


8 8 
_ hu 5 | 
— 3 - 


3: s much Vigour, and give as much Du-. 
fgations to the various Operations of the 
reſent Expedition, as ſhall be found. 
practicable, 


* September Seventh. 1 ordered Colonel, 
« Clerk, Quarter-maſter General, with two 
hundred Grenadiers under his Command, 


to reconnoitre Part of the next Day's 


March. He proceeded. with his Party 
to the Convent of Sr, Gui ldas, on the 
Eaſtern Side of the River Equernon, and 
turned to Camp that Night, after 
* eighteen Miles, | 


1 1 likewiſe gave Dire&ians about a pro- 
per Quantity of Proviſions being landed, 
which was with Difficulty brought wy 
hin the Day, | | 


* | | : 
4 „ September 
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En 
© September Eighth. The Army decamp- 


ed, and on its March paſſed the Drou- 


ette, which can only be done at Low 


Water. When the Army arrived at the 
River Eguernon, we encamped on the 


Eaftern Side, for we could not pafs it 
that Night on Account of the Tide ; and 
it would have been dangerous to have 


. done it next Day by the Morning's Ebb, 
as the Troops, for that Purpoſe muſt have 


been put in Motion in the Night, and 


e the Paſſage before Day. light. N 


CS FAS Is 


© The River is only paſſable for about 
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two Hours at Low- Water, and the Ford 
+. 7 ſometimes dangerous on Account of 


from the Houſes of St. Guildo on the 


oppoſite Side, and made a Show to dif- F 
| * the Pallage. F 


For theſe Reaſons we paſſed the River 7 
at Low Water, in the Afternoon, n 
the Ninth of September. The Peafants 1 
fired from the Houſes upon the Troops ! 
beginnin g to 2 and wounded Captain 4 


"4 * 


| Quick- ſands. The Peaſants \ were firing K 


( 15 ) 
Johns in the Foot, and Lord Frederic 
Cavendiſh lightly, and a few private 


Men. 
5 . ; 
4 


Some of ä the Soldiers loſt their Fire- 
locks in the Water, and were almoſt 
drowned, having eſcaped narrowly by 


7 being hauled out with LE 


The Enemy had poſted ſome regular 
Foot to guard the Paſſage of the River 
at the Bridge of Plancourt, about four 
Miles above the Ford, which moved off 
upon our Hor0g croſſed below, 


When the Army had paſſed the River 
it was almoſt Sun-ſet, ſo I thought it 


2? improper to advance in the Night in a 


Country we had not reconnoitred, eſpe- 
cially as we had no certain Information 
of the State of the Enemy's Troops, 
We encamped therefore that Night to 


the Weſtward, with the River a little 
Ba in our Rear. 


The 
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The Tenth, i in the Morning, we match 


ed to Matignon. I ordered the Quarter=' 
maſter General, with three hundred Gre- 


nadiers under his Command, to advance 


about an Hour before the Army. 


1 met, about two Miles from the 
Camp, a Party of French Dragoons and 


ſome regular Foot, who kept at the Di- 
ſtance of a hundred and fifty Vards, mov- 
ing off gradually, as he advanced, with= 
out any Fi ng upon either Side. 


They * up in the © fe > I round 


Matignon: But, upon his forming up the 


Grenadiers, and ſending ſome Parties up- 


on their Flanks, they ier ute re- 


; tired. 


The Army came up to Matignon 
about One O'Clock, we ſaw nothing but 
ſome ſmall parties of French, that at- 


tempted to harraſs our Flanks; one of 


which advancing too far, made a Signal 
to ſurrender, but one of our flanking 
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(37) 
Parties not perceiving it, fired and killed 
| the Officer with ſome of the Men. 


We e eh our Left to the 


Town, all the Army having paſſed 
through it, except the Grenadier Com- 


panies, who remained and covered it on 


the other Side. 


3 immediately 5 the Geond Regi- 
ment of Guards to Sr. Cas, as my Inten- 
tion was, that Provifions, particularly 
Bread, ſhould be brought up without 
loſs of Time, in caſe I ſhould find it 
convenient to ſtay in that „ of 
| proper to n up the Country. 


1 * ſent Colonel 8 


Chief Engineer, in caſe I ſhould think 


it proper to retreat, to reconnoitre the 


Beach, and lee what was proper to be 
done, 


Several Pb came in this: Even- 
ing. By them, and ſome Priſoners we 
had taken, we were informed that ſeveral 


==: Regiments 
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| Regiments had marched from different 


Parts of the Province, even from Breſt 


and its Neighbourhood, and that their 
Camp was at preſent within two © Leagues 


of u us, 


I conſulted with all the General Of- 


ficers, who were unanimouſly of Opi- 


nion, that it was proper to march the 


next Day, and embark the Troops. 


I faw nobody, eicher then, nor even 


afterwards, when aboard the Ships, who 
was of a different Opinion, except Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Clerk, the Quarter-Maſter- 


General, whoſe Advice it was, to diſem- 


bark the reſt of the Light Horſe, and 
Fi ield Pieces, and advance to attack the 
Buoy: 


The French Army was 5 our Ac- 


counts equal, and ſuppoſing their Batta- 


lions compleat, ſuperior to ours, with 
three Squadrons of Horſe, and twenty- 
two Pieces of Cannon, 


By 


„ 


oh 

« f P 
114, ot dt EFF oe 
oa EET ae on na 
WES on. 4 IEMA PIT HER Ant A HIV 


--* 4 
ET on ny. IE os 


ent 


UCcs 


4 ; 
7 A N - 7 - . £ 
1 L * 2 . bake . 
.* 8 BRIDES 8 F i nd Re 2 ² 8 IE OE . 
Fa - N es. 26s 2 L 22 AS 7 2 1 
25 ä r o 


I x = * 
3 % WL re of ITY TER 
* —— Fn r 
A. TT EST WO ES IR Sh, if. r 
8 BEE 8 2 . 
$ wt 22 . 4 


9 


+46); 


I» By t that Time the Enemy muſt be 
©. ſuppoſed to know exactly the Number 
of our Troops upon the Coaſt, and by 


their marching Regiments from Bret, 
they ſhewed they feared no Attack 2 
Lord Anſon's s Fleet. | 


It b to be expected, that 


their Army would be quickly reinforced 


by the Garriſons of other Towns, eſpe- 
cially that of Sr. Maloes, which had not 


as yet joined them. | 


It was beſides always in the French 
General's Power, either to give us Bat- 
1 tle, or to retire, till ſuch Time as he 
1 
could be ſure of over-powering us by 
Numbers, or at leaſt making our Retreat 


extremely difficult. 


© 5 5 "OY , x 
The Endeavouring to embark at St. 
Brieu, or ſome other Place along the 


_ Coaſt, a Deſign which I wiſhed much 


to put in Execution, appeared to me very 
hazardous on Account of the Weather, 
which, at that Time of the Year, muſt 
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grow every Day more and more uncer- 


tain. 


"Thets Reaſons, wht. the. Opinion-of 
the General Officers, determined me to 
ſend my Aid de Camp that Night to 


Lord Howe, to inform him of my Inten- 


tion to march the next Morning and em- 
bark the Troops, as ſoon as the proper 
Naval Preparations could be made for that 
Purge. 


This Night a Party of the Enemy | 


alarmed the Piquets ; but after receiving 


the Fire of one of our advanced Poſts, 


and their firing a few Shot, they retired. 


The Eleventh of September. Having 


ordered the Generale to beat before Day- 


light, the Army marched off the Ground 
by Break of Day in one Column ; for our 
little Army made but a ſmall Column, 
conſiſting then but of eleven Battalions, 
about ſix thouſand five hundred Men, 


capable of being quickly formed before 


wy Attack could be made, and the Bat- 
talions 
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1 
taliohs arrived faſter at the Beach, than 
it was poſſible for them to embark. The 
rear Guard, conſiſting of the Grenadiers, 
exchanged ſome Shot with the advanced 
Parties of the Enemy. 


We began to embark at Nine upon 


the Beach of St. Cas; when about four 
| Battalions had been aboard, we perceived 
the advanced Parties of the French Army 
appearing upon the high Grounds. We 
continued embarking the Troops, and the 
French forming out, by Degrees, through 
' ſome Incloſures, and firing at us with ſome 
| Field-pieces, which we returned very 


| ſharply from the Frigates and Bomb- 


ketches, which were brought in by my 
Lord Howe to cover the Embarkation. 


Aﬀter the G44 Moyften, Brfcawen 


and Elliot were on Board the Ships with 
their feveral Brigades, and after the great- 
L eſt Part of General Dury's Brigade, which 
was the laſt Brigade, had been embarked, I 
went on Bburd with thoſe whoſe Duty 
; it was to attend me, there being no other 


Troops. 


. r I 
Oats. +... „eee , 


2 2 re SS — 3 
1 —— 5 — - - — 
3 * 
. — ET 
2 2 puns 
— * 


. 
2 ve 
> 7 7 2 
ee 


commanded by Colonel Grin. My |: f 
Anxiety for the Troops made me ſtay, 
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that Time on Shore, to the Aſſiſtance li 


this Sand-bank, the Frigates fired with] 
great F _ over them upon the Enemy: 't 


vp 


( 22 ) N 
Troops then on Shore but the Rear. | f 
Guard, compoſed of the Grenadiers |! 


perhaps, longer than 1 ought, and con- 1 
trary to my Duty. | | 


Some- Parties of 1 moved F 
Right, nnd: Ghairel rs went with] 1 


three Companies of the firſt Regiment, 
which was all of his Brigade that was at 


the Rear -Guard, 


The Beach was. s about three Aa . 
of a Mile long, with a Sand- bank 1 inf 
Front, almoſt as advantageous for us, in il 
many Places, as for the Enemy ; though 


they had formerly a bad Kind of a Para- 1 
pet made to prevent our landing in that 


Bay, which was but . de- 1 
ſtroyed. Z 


Whilſt our Troops were covered 1 
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50 that if Artillery had been brought 
; galhore, in all Probability it would have 
My | been loſt; and could have been of no 
Service, but by obſtructing a much greater 


F. ire. 


3 
1 
„ 


I Some of our Companies of Oronadien 
ved moved up to the Top of this Bank, and 
the fired upon ſome of the Enemy, who 
1 were coming down and forming from 
" We Heights, which killed a great many 
of them, and threw. them into Confu- 
- kon: : But freſh Troops of the Enemy 
ee they retired to the Shore. 


The Rear-Guard, the thits Companies 
llc the firſt Regiment included, conſiſted 
of about fourteen hundred Men, of whom 
were miſſing about ſeven hundred, and 


of thoſe, between four and five hundred 
were Priſoners. 


4% 


E The Number of killed and wounded 
A by among the Enemy, according to their 


Wich! own moſt moderate Accounts, was more 


emy: than double that of ours. 
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P OTE en 


DH os : 
I have deſcribed the whole Affair.“ 
Every Operation. in War muſt appear |? 


to different Men in very different Views, 


even to Men of Capacity, Abilities, and 


Experience. The greateſt Part of Man- 


kind, the Military not excepted, judge] 
without Reflection, and from trifling lit“ 


tleViews and Circumſtances, which either“ 


are of no Conſequence, or which muſt? 
often happen, in every Operation, by the 
very Nature of War. c 


However, I am convinced in the pre- 
fent Caſe, that the real Cauſe, and firſt FF 


Spring of many Peoples Reflections on 1 


my Conduct, is my Succeſs at Cherbourg; h 
ſach is the preſent melancholy Situation 


of our Country, If I had acted the Part f 


of an ignorant Coward, and diſhoneſt 


Man, I ſhould have found Friends and ? 
Protection where I found none, 5 


Yet I am very far from imagining, that! 

I have not committed Faults and Errors. 
The greateſt Generals in all Ages, to! 
whom TI have not the ſmalleſt Preten-Þ 
oy to be com mpered, have confeſſed, that 
they 7 


(25) 


they have committed the greateſt Miſ- 


takes every Campaign, and have retired 


'! ſometimes when they ought to have 


fought ; and at other Times fought 
when they ought to have retired, neg- 
lecting ſometimes the moſt eſſential Pre- 


: cautions, both in good and bad Fortune. 
However, I have not the Merit of ſeeing 


my own Faults; for I am not ſenſible 


that I committed any, during the Time 


I had the Command. And I muſt fay, 


that if I had the Honour again to be ap- 
pointed to the ſame Command, if ſuch a 


Thing could be, even with my paſt Ex- 
perience, I would take every Step that I 
have taken, and not change my Conduct 


l in _ ſmalleſt W 


For my Part, when 1 conſidered the 


Difficulties of acting with Vigour upon 
the Coaſt of France, with the Number 


of Troops under my Command, greatly 
_ diminiſhed from what they were upon 


the late Expedition; I was very ſorry 


that his Majeſty was obliged to have re- 


courſe to me, and to deſire me to ac- 
E cept 


mand the Troops going to Germany ; and 


had declined going any more upon ſuch 4 
Expeditions, after having made a Trial 


my honeſt Endeavours, tho 1 ſaw the 
hero” g of the Event. The Peo ple 


e 
cept of a Command, which had been 1 
ra . ſo many General Officers, —_ 


1 was fent for from Treland, to com- 


upon my Arrival, was ſurpriſed to find 4 
that Command was given to thoſe who 


of the Nature of that Service. _ 


"Wy 7 0 


5 intended — to e eg; my om? "i 
longer keep with Honour, 


But being 1 very much why ac- - 
cept the Command of the Troops going 
upon the Expedition, I thought it my 
Duty not to decline it; and that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould not be deprived at leaſt of 


n France being already alarmed, 9 0 
85 Place fixed upon in my Inſtructions þ 


already threatened, I had reaſon to think | 
that they would be more prepared, which 


I found 1 


q 627) 
| 1 found to be the Caſe: At the ſame 


| f Time that the Number of our Troops 
were diminiſhed about one Third, there 
being a great many Sick in the Iſle of 
om. "Wight, and three of our beſt Battalions 
[i ſent to Germony. 
nd 


who 3 3 ben in the moſt elvouitle Situation, 
uch if one half of the Expeditions which de- 
"rial |: pe nd upon fo many Circumſtances ſuc- 
Feed, it muſt be owing to extraordinary 
Dos : good Fortune, or extraordinary Courage 
om- | . Bod Capacity; and the Public muſt be 
| no | great Gainer, and have great Reaſon to 
Y 1 fatisfied in n ſuch a Caſe. Ont 


Oing $ betzohinettt; is whole of e may 
my periſh” at a particular Time with pro- 
Ma- 2 and to the Satisfaction of 7 


$ 118 e ny the other Hand, 1 5 2 

N the 5 hings at the worſt, by their Death the 
ions ztate is put to no Danger. However, 
think 1 dobody can blame Commanders in Chief, 
zhich I | ” 2 | for 


IN 


1 
a—_ for having different Opinions, as to parti- | 
ll: cular Conjunctures, upon ſo delicate a a 


Subject, 


9 | The del of our Navy allow- | 
1 ing us to make continual Efforts, our 
Enemy s muſt be ruined | in the Courſe of 


4 

; : 
14 | 
| 4* 3 0 
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[0 When Vigour and military Capacity 
are the fame in different Enterprizes, 
Babi yet a great deal muſt depend on good 
1 Fortune; tho' there is no other Way of 
| 5 pleaſing the Mob but by Succeſs; yet 
| Men of Senſe and People in Power 
ought to judge in a different Manner; 
. if not out of Humanity and Regard for 
1 the General, at leaſt upon Account of chef 
|: Intereſt of their Country. Whenever it 
Trid is otherwiſe, it muſt ariſe either from | 
I * the Views of particular Connections, and} j 
| \ | from little Motives of Envy and Jealouſy, 3 
Wo br from a violent Spirit of Faction, will 
Kt A2 Deſign to clog the Springs of Governſ 
11 ment, and bring ruin and gectructio 
| 7.8 my upon the State. 


A PP . „ e eee erer een q rr 
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Irti- ; If we had 1 at Cherbourg, op- 
Ee 2 Z polite to the Enemy's Entrenchments, 
and betwixt their Forts, which was 
thought neceſſary by the People here 
o- and the People in France, and what the 
our x Weather only had hindered the Duke of 
ſe of | Marlborough and Lord George 8 ackille 
| from attempting; the Enterprize would 
hape failed, and the Scene would have 
been bloody, for the Troops of the firſt 
3 Landing.” "8 


in the Engagement of the Rear Guard 
at St. Cas, the Numbers of the killed 
and:wounded of the Enemy, were by far 
greater than the Numbers of our killed, 
' wounded, and drowned... 


„Been if „e were 3 the 
whole is inferior, by the moſt probable 
Conjectures from their own Accounts, 
to the Numbers of their killed and 
1 wounded, „ 


{ | | $4 \ 


Il the * thought it proper to at- 
tack. our Army when it decamped, and 
Was 
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have to fing Te Deum, more than the 
5 Engl ;/h, is more than I can comprehend; 


War, the Loſs of a ſingle Man, or even 


(30) 
was going out of the Country ; the only 


View could be in making it ſufter more 
than themſelves, 


What Reaſon abs re the French 


or why Colonel Griffin, who com- 
manded the Rear Guard, ſhould be de- 
prived of what is due to him, much 
more than to the Duke d Aiguillon, who 
is certainly not entitled to the ſmalleſt 
Dees of Praiſe, et LO ANY & 
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Though th ſmalleſt Loſs, or even a 
ſingle Man being wounded, is to be de- 
plored in peaceable Times, in the View 
of Humanity ; though, independent of 


2 ſingle Man being wounded, muſt move 
the human Heart ; yet, if in the Ope- 

rations of War, People are capable of 
ſhedding Tears upon Account of the Ef- 


fuſion of Blood, and when this proceeds 


not from a Violence of Affection, but a N 
depraved Feebleneſs of Soul, to what a 
EI horrible 


t a 
ta 


ble 


(31) 
horrible State are we arrived? The Hor- 
ror of the Thought makes me ſilent ! 


IJ muſt proceed, and finiſh what I be- 
gun. If the Succeſs of a Rear-Guard can 
be called a Victory, we are certainly in- 
titled to one. So when the French ſung 
Te Deum upon Account of this Affair, 
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it was, with great Propriety, joined along 
with the Rugſian Victory. But what has 


2 happened upon it in our own Country, 
7 muſt remain a laſting Monument, and 


moſt admirable Picture of the Times, 
when almoſt every Man of Conſideration 
thought! it his own private Intereſt, from 
various Views and Motives, to co-operate 


more or leſs with our Enemies, in ſinking 
and depreſſing the Spirit of the State. 


Y It would be no difficult Matter to ex- 
; plain this in a clear Light, and adapt it 
| to the meaneſt Capacity. 


But whoever on ner my Inſtructions, 
| without Prejudice ; my Want of Inform- 
| | ation, 
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above the Stile of the preſent Times, I | 
might have returned, after cruizing along 


Cherbourg, the only particular Point pre- 


Expedition, than from the firſt. 


ment and Experience in War, it would ö 


| War; z And, by this Means, in pulling downf ; | 


become more abſurd, than that of Hercul 


(32) 
ation, the State of the Weather, and | 
every other Cireumſtance; and, at the | , 


fame Time, my Zeal to execute every | 


the Coaſt, without landing a ſecond Time; | 
having happily finiſhed the Affair of 


ſcribed ; will think, I am apt to believe, 
that I have more Merit from the ſecond | 


As for many Reflections I have heard, 
which proceed from a Want of Judg-F 


be ridiculous 1 in me to anſwer and refute. x 


To cher up Difficulties in ſuch a Caſe, 
one muſt enter into the whole Nature off! 


* * * < n 
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one Difficulty, I muſt, of Courſe, raiſe 
twenty more; ſo that the Struggle Lala | 


with the Giant of old; who, as often af 
he Was thrown to the Cond” role again) 
wit | 


9 (33) 

with redoubled Force. The only Me- 
and thod, therefore, would be to cruſh them 
the and their Difficulties to Pieces. 
very | p 
atly |' But my L—d L--—er, an Officer of 
s, I | preat Experience, is of Opinion, that 
ong FAvith my Army I might have fought the 
me; Pnemy, or any Troops that could be 
'S of brought againſt us; and for that Reaſon, 
| in particular, my Conduct is blamed. 


l make no more Reflections upon the 
| Fubject. The World muſt Judge. Eve- 
Ty Man has his c own Opinion. I may be 
jn the Wrong. 


3 
N 
2 
8 
"I. 


Z However, I am pleated; becauſe 1 
have ſucceeded beyond my Expectations, 
end the Apprehenſions of the People 
in France, and, Fm afraid, contrary to 
Noe Hopes of many People at Home, with 
whom my Crime is, that I have done too 
much, not too little. 5 


3 


( 34 ) 
-Wher I look over, in my Mind, eve- Þ 
ry Expedition which has gone to the : 


Coaſt of France, I think that I deſerve, 


though People are commonly bad Judges k 


in their on Caſe; the greateſt Appro- 


bation and Reward. 


Yet my L- d Jer had Orders to 
acquaint my L—d Felc—b—ge, Lord of 
the Bed-chamber in Waiting, not to pre- 
ſent me to his Majeſty, if I came to Court. 


I ſubmit chearfully to the Opinion of ; 


my Superiors; but ſince this has been 


their Sentiments, I do not, chuſe to have 


Power or Lucrative Employments upon 


tuch Terms, but leave them to tho{eF 
who deſerve their Approbation more than 


have done. Some can poſſeſs them upon] 


any Terms; I am not of that Number. 


—T am convinced, that this muſt give 
great Pleaſure to many; for it brings 
People more to a Level and Equality, 
which 1s always the ardent Deſire of 
baſe, envious, jealous, little Minds. 


Though 
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. — Though I am ſatisfied, that I end my 
e | career in the Manner I have done; yet 
udges I cannot help being ſorry for my Country, 
ppro-þ upon Account of the Effects, 1 believe, 


this muſt have upon young Men of Spi- 
| ci, Abilities, and Lovers of Military 
ers to! Glory, who, with a noble Emulation, 
"rd of, deſire to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 
Service of their Country. The Number 


Dre- 1 | 
a is few ; 1 am 1 5 the Number will be 


ourt. 


L : ess. 


on of 
been! ; 


vet I do not reſt my Mind long upon 


have this Thought, for Kingdoms and States 
uponſÞ | muſt have their old Age, as well as my- 
thoſe ſelf. 


5 than 
upon] 
ber .6 


I cannot finiſh this Letter, the laſt 
Letter I ſhall ever probably write to any 
Man in Power, without returning you 
Un Thanks for the 1 Civilities I have re- 
rings g ceived. X 
ality, 
re ff 1 niſi kg the 8 of you, to 
1 mention to his Majeſty, my fiacere 
— Gratitude, for all the Favours he for- 
| V 2 merly 
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merly beſtowed upon me, and for his 
having expreſſed his favourable Opinion, 

of me upon many Occaſions, much be- 
yond what I think I deſerved. I only 
wiſh that my Services to his Majeſty and], 
my Country had been greater in Re- | 
turn than they have been. ; 


1 have the 1 to be with the | 
greateſt Reſpect and Bones, 


SIR, 
Your moſt Obedient, , 1 


_ moſt humble Servant. 


3 
* 
; 5 q 2 
T , - 
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IIs 

P. S. Since 1 wrote 2 3 1 
had a Letter from my L—d Ir, in 
which he ſays, that he took the Li- 
berty to mention to his Majeſty my un- 
eaſy Situation, and that if I came to 
Court 1 Logs be preſented to him. 


T his 


55 


This was a great Favour to a dil- 
faced Man, and-whoſe Character, as a 
pilitary Man, had ſuffered _— that : 


count. 


e. N But both my L—d I Letter, 
which he mentions my uneaſy Situa- 


o pn, and Reception from his Majeſty, fo 


ferent from his uſual gracious Man- 
& towards me, have made me feel my 


tuation more diſagreeable than before, 
have determined me ſtill more in 
n former Opinion, that I cannot keep 
Commiſſions with Honour, 


RB, ee 
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